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The Cutthroat Chronicles
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Would you like to volunteer? Here’s where help is needed. 

Set-up: Be at the Senior Citizen’s Center at 5:40 PM to help arrange tables and seating. 

Gift Wrapping: We have someone to purchase gifts, but we need a few volunteers to help wrap these gifts. Time & place TBD
Clean-up: We need volunteers to clean up the Center after we’ve finished and put things away. This will be done between 9 and 10 PM
Contact : Rob Knox: 760-419-1682
Robertwk44@hotmail.com
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No this is not an article about how to tie your favorite mayfly.  This is about The Mayfly Project.  The Mayfly Project is a 501(c)(3) national organization that uses fly fishing as a catalyst to mentor and support children in foster care.  The Mission of The Mayfly Project is to support children in foster care through fly fishing and introduce them to their local water ecosystems, with a hope that connecting them to a rewarding hobby will provide an opportunity for foster children to have fun, build confidence, and develop a meaningful connection with the outdoors.

TU Director Andy Bosworth and I are both volunteer mentors as part of this program. This was my first year being involved with the program.  Our local Idaho Falls Project is led by Celeste Cusack and we have several other participating mentors that try their best to make the program as memorable as possible for the foster children.

Each year, the project consists of 5 outings to teach the mentees how to fly fish, fish anatomy, entomology, reading the waters, river safety, information about the local ecosystem, and conservation. During each outing the mentees participate in The Mayfly Project’s Conservation Initiative.  We teach the three C’s:  Catch and Release, Clean Rivers, and Contamination.  Our mentees join in a cycle of healing by taking care of the waters we are privileged to experience and fish.  

Our first outing was at the Idaho Falls Fish and Game office on May 14th.  We had a nice introduction with the mentees over some donuts and passed out their curriculum books and laid some ground rules for the upcoming outings. The first bit of instruction, was how to assemble the fly rods, mount the reels and started them on basic knots.  Leslie Soderquist, our Conservation Mentor, then used the mounts and exhibits in the Fish and Game office to introduce the mentees to our local ecosystem and what fish can be found in our waters.  Then it was outside for their first introductory casting lessons.  Of course, anyone who knows May in Idaho, the wind was not very corporative for casting lessons, but the mentees got it down pretty well!  

The second outing was held on June 11th at the Lodge at Palisades Creek.  A special shout out to the lodge for allowing us to use their private STOCKED casting pond for the day.  And what a day it was!  We covered proper fish handling with the keep fish wet practice, talked more about fish anatomy, and refreshed casting techniques. The mentees could see the huge trout swimming around the pond.  We tried just about every fly we could think of to throw to those fish.  Would get a look or two, and a follow of a streaming but now one was hooking up.  The crystal-clear water and all the time in the world to look at the fly seemed to make it so these fish would never bite.  Watching the frustration, the employees at the Lodge did not want to see the mentees get skunked. One of their guides swiftly tied up some “pond specials” and 
passed them out to the mentees.  Soon after everyone was getting takes and all the mentees landed fish bigger than just about anything I have ever caught on the South Fork.  It turned out 
to be a very special day for the mentees and it was obvious they were all now hooked on fly fishing.

Our third outing found us at Warm River on July 9th.  It was a warm sunny day so wet wading was perfect.  We talked about wading safety and introduced how to cast with a water load.  We fished for a couple hours.  No fish caught, but there were a couple of takes.   Then took a break to do a bit of river clean up and then had some lunch.  After lunch we relocated down to the Henry’s Fork for a couple more hours of fishing.  Only one fish officially landed that day, and it was a monster of all about 6 inches!!  

For our fourth outing we went to Ryder Pond in Idaho Falls on July 23rd.  The mentees are all getting better at casting and knot tying now.  We spread out around the pond and tried our best to entice one of the stockers to bite.  It was not happening!  We then moved to one of the tables and Doug Kinney did a little fly-tying demonstration.  The mentees were fascinated.  Then it was their turn to tie their own!  With excellent instruction, they were able to complete their first fly!  A Wooly Bugger!!  Next was some pond clean up.  We each grabbed a trash bag and walked around the pond to pick up any garbage we could find.  Happily, it was not that bad, but still everyone felt good to help and clean up.  The mentees tried their luck again with no fish cooperating.  

It was our goal to make the last outing special.  On August 27th we took the mentees on a float down the South Fork.  We had three mentees for this outing, with three boats.  In each boat was a mentor oarsman, and an additional mentor took the seat in the back.  For this outing The Mayfly Project provided lifejackets for the mentees and other safety equipment for the boats.  We had an important safety brief before we launched the boats.  Once in the boats, we again reminded the mentees of safety rules.  Once launched, I pulled my boat over to give my mentee some basics on fishing out of a drift boat.  Taught some basic mending techniques and we were on our way.  It was an amazing day to be on the river.  However, it seemed that every time that indicator went down, our mentee was looking around at the spectacular scenery.  We anchored up for lunch and grilled brats on the riverbank.  Even the wind laid down for most of the day.  One nice brown was caught by one of the other boats, but I was not able to get my mentee to hook up.  Everyone still had an amazing time and when we all reached the boat dock it was all smiles from everyone involved.

To find out more about The Mayfly Project, to become a mentor or to donate to our Idaho Falls Project, go to www.themayflyproject.com.
See you on the water!
Dan Smith
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October 8 Fence Building  Eight hearty volunteers showed up bright and early to finish the remaining section of fencing on Third Creek and its headwater springs in Swan Valley. Fencing on this section started in the Spring of 2022 with extensive work done by Snake River Cutthroats continuing through this fall. Third Creek feeds into Rainey Creek and has been the site of extensive protection and remediation. The Henry’s Fork Snake River Initiative has done work to reestablish the creek & historic channel downstream close to Rainey Creek. Early observations reveal that this work will benefit Cutthroat populations in the South Fork. The fencing effort on Steve Griffel’s property will reduce sediment load to the creek and further enhance the ability of Spring Creek to be a productive nursery to the South Fork. Thank you  Arn Berglund, Paul Paterson, Matt Woodard, Steve Moss, Dan Smith, Lee Morse and a prospective new member Jeff Gee on this final outing. This final fence building outing by the SRC fence builders ended 5 outings of building 3 rail pole fence on Third Creek and Rainey Creek. Crews built over 6,000 ft of fence.

October 29 Hwy 26 Adopt a Highway Cleanup Semiannual roadside cleanup went off without a hitch. Thank you to the following volunteers attending: Arn Berglund, Lee Morse, Hal Gordon, Susan and Pat Marushia and Brian King. Please be watching for the spring cleanup of Rainey Creek Screens.  
Another year of screen and belt maintenance has been completed. Most of the ditch diversions on Rainey creek have had either belts or drum screens installed to prevent fish from entering the irrigation ditches. Matt Woodard working with Trout Unlimited was instrumental through the years establishing these protections. The Club has taken on the maintenance as our contribution to assist landowners who are cooperating in this endeavor. SRC received an Embrace a Stream grant to replace a bubbler screen with another drum screen on another irrigation ditch coming off Rainey Creek. Special Thanks to Matt Woodard and Arn Berglund taking care of the seasonal installation and removal of the Belt Screens. Volunteers this season included Myles Pawlaczyk, Rob Knox, Rick Carosone and Leslie Soderquist. Watch for news in the spring if you are interested in helping with this endeavor. Generally the scenes and belts are cleaned of leaves and woody debris two to three times a month. The Watch for news in the spring if you are interested in helping with this endeavor. Generally the scenes and belts are cleaned of leaves and woody debris two to three times a month. The season runs from April to October.
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In the 1990s, a group of Snake River Cutthroat fly tiers wanted to improve their tying skills so they formed a small tying group. To improve their fly tying skills, they decided to tackle Atlantic salmon flies because they are the most difficult flies to tie and require techniques not common in tying trout flies. One of the top Atlantic fly tiers in the world, Marvin Nolte, was contracted to come to Idaho Falls and present a two-day class in tying these flies. Meetings, during the winter, were held every other Saturday from December through March and were held at the Idaho Falls Library. Donations were taken to buy donuts and coffee. Gary Gant led the group on Atlantic salmon tying. It was decided to call the group The Rocky Mountain Fly Tier’s Guild. After some skills were mastered tying Atlantic salmon flies, the fly patterns were expanded to include Bergman wets and Carrie Stevens streamers. Also the venue changed from the library to the top floor of the Key Bank with 5- 10 people in the group. After a few years, participation started to drop off and the future of the group was endangered. Bill Cathrae recommended that we start tying regular trout flies and try to interest participation from the casual trout fly tier with the objective of improving tying techniques and to learn new patterns. Bill also talked the folks at Dad’s restaurant (Frontier Pies) into allowing us to use their upstairs room and serve breakfast and coffee. This turned out to be a great suggestion and participation increased rapidly. Bill also suggested that we change the name to The Bug Club so we wouldn’t intimidate anyone. This also helped bring in more tiers. Dad’s was used for many years until they sold out so we moved to Shari’s restaurant on Broadway Street in Idaho Falls.
The goal of the Bug Club is to present a forum for tiers to improve their technique and learn new patterns and of course camaraderie with fellow tiers. Meetings are open to anyone. Breakfast is at 8:30 am, if you desire, and tying starts at 9 am. You are encouraged to bring your fly tying stuff and tie but observing is also welcome. We would be pleased if you joined us!
Remember, breakfast is at 8:30 AM. if you are hungry. Tying starting around 9:00 AM. The theme for the first meeting will be to tie your favorite fly. If you have any questions contact Buck Goodrich, phone 208-357-7328 or email fayebuckg21@ gmail.com or Mike Miller, phone 208-357-5569 or riverroosters@live.com.

                                                                                                                                
Top of Form


                                                                                                  King’s River Caddis
Wayne “Buz” Buszek created this pattern in the 1950s and named it for the Kings River flowing west out of California’s Sierras.  It is easily tied from plentiful materials. It was original tied on Mustad 94840  hooks using FlyMaster black 6/0 thread. Undersized hackle allows this pattern to sit lower on the surface. The picture below shows the variation having a tail whereas it originally had none.

Hook:     Daiichi 1100, Size 12-18                                       
Thread:  Olive, 8/0
Optional tail: Ginger hackle fibers

Body:      Olive dubbing 
Wing:     Turkey quill segments of width equal

                to hook gap       

Hackle:   Undersized brown       
	
2022-2023 Calendar

	Date
	Activity

	Wednesday, December 7th, 2022         
	SRC Board Meeting 6:30 PM, Papa Tom’s Pizza

	Wednesday, December 13th, 2022         
	Christmas Party, 6 PM  See information above

	Wednesday, January 4th, 2023
	SRC Board Meeting 6:30 PM, Papa Tom’s Pizza

	Wednesday, January 11th, 2023
	Membership  Meeting, 6:30 PM, Guest TBA

	Tuesday, January 17th, 2023
	Tie One On, Tap and Fill 7-8 PM, 1494 Milligan Rd.

	Wednesday, February 1st, 2023         
	SRC Board Meeting 6:30 PM, Papa Tom’s Pizza

	Wednesday, February 8th, 2023         
	Membership  Meeting, 6:30 PM, Guest TBA

	Tuesday, February 21st, 2023
	Tie One On, Tap and Fill 7-8 PM, 1494 Milligan Rd.

	Wednesday, March 1st, 2023
	SRC Board Meeting 6:30 PM, Papa Tom’s Pizza

	Wednesday, March 8th, 2023
	Membership  Meeting, 6:30 PM, Guest TBA

	Tuesday, March 21st, 2023
	Tie One On, Tap and Fill 7-8 PM, 1494 Milligan Rd.

	Friday-Saturday, March 24th-25th
	East Idaho Fly Tying & Fly Fishing Expo Mtn America Events Center

	Note: all board meetings are held at Papa Tom’s Pizza with a ZOOM hook-up. Visit www.snakerivercutthroats.org or the Cutthroats Facebook page for a link to access membership meetings at Fairbridge Inn, outings, and other activities. .Board meetings are open to all members.
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President’s Message, Fourth Quarter, 2022





We dedicate this edition of the newsletter to the memory of Dave Whitlock who passed away this Thanksgiving weekend. No one has done more to benefit all aspects of fly fishing than Dave.


											 


I hope you all are healthy and happy as we enter the holiday season. It has been another busy fall for the club. We completed our fencing project on Third Creek and did our semiannual highway clean-up of Hwy 26 adjacent to the South Fork outside of Swan Valley. Matt Woodard, Paul Patterson and myself attended the statewide TU meeting held at the Silver Creek Nature Conservancy site. It is a beautiful setting and the set up to be a first class environmental teaching facility. 


General membership meetings have started up again in person at the Fairbridge Inn on Lindsey Blvd in Idaho Falls. We meet every second Wednesday of the month. Board meetings are now being held at Papa Toms Pizza on the first Wednesday of the month and all club members are invited to attend. The big news this fall was the $565 dollars that was pledged to our Rainey Creek screen replacement Embrace a Stream (EAS) project. Because we raised more than $500 Trout Unlimited matched it with $500 in the Embrace a Stream Challenge. That brings our total for the project at $24,065.


I want to thank all of those that volunteered time and contributed to the EAS challenge. 


A couple of things in the near future. Our Christmas Party will be at the Senior Citizens Center on Tues. Dec 13th. Sign up is at Jimmy’s and more info can be found in newsletter and on the club website. We are also planning a winter outing, ice fishing, Stay tuned for more information as we get it (like when we get ice!). And last make sure you get your comments in to your state and federal legislators and those of Washington and Oregon on the removal of the four lower Snake River dams. Have a great holiday season, stay healthy and have a happy new year.																					Arn





 


				


								





UPCOMING EVENT 


Annual Christmas Party,December 13th,2022


Sr. Citizen Center


525 West 21st  St., Idaho Falls





 





                                                      








 














Help Needed to Make the Christmas Party a Success


:Party























Annual Christmas Party, December 13th,2022
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Tuesday, December 13th, 


 Sr. Citizens Ctr,525 W.21st St. 


Idaho Falls


Festivities begin at 6 PM


With dinner at 6:45 PM


COVID-19 Vaccinations required as per Sr. Center rules





Sign up at Jimmy’s All Seasons Angler


Before December 6th


$15.00 per person





It’s sure to be another fun event.  Gifts and camaraderie will be part as well as great food.  The club provides catered meat.





  According to your last name, please bring the following:


A through H - Bring a dessert,


I through Q – Bring some side dish,


R through Z - Bring some kind of salad 





Want to donate an item for the gift activity? 


 Leave it at Jimmy’s any time before Monday, December 5th.





























                     























 


                  





























Electronic Newsletters Available


For those still receiving hard copies of the newsletter via standard mail, but would prefer to receive it via email, please send your email address to Carol Staples, our membership chair, at carolastaples@gmail.com  





Fewer mailings mean more 


dollars for conservation projects.


The fish will appreciate your 


cost-saving efforts. 





The Mayfly Project


by


Dan Smith





Conservation Update: November 5, 2022


Arn Berglund  Pres & Andrew Bosworth Conservation VP
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 				 Bug Club Resumes Meetings


				        	      By


                                                    Buck Goodrich
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Fly of the Month
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Snake River Cutthroats





Club Officers	Senior Advisors


President: Arn Berglund (208-569-2243)	Gary Barnes 


Past President:  Matt Woodard (208-221-1353)	Jimmy Gabettas


Ex. Vice President: TBA	Buck Goodrich


VP Conservation:  Myles Pawlaczyk ( 949-701-1767)	Ron Hover


Treasurer:  Jim Mathias (208-684-4200)	Cal Johnson


Secretary: Jeff  Armstrong (208-351-1333)	Scott Long�                                                                                                                                                  Dave Pace�                                                                                                                                                  Marvin Stucki  �                                                                                                                                                  


Board of Directors


3 Yr Directors: Steve Moss (208-251-3527), Andy Bosworth ( 207-713-3457), Mike Miller ( 208-375-5569)


2 Yr Directors: Lee Morse (208-252-0703), Dan Smith (908-652-1837), Ross Carrol 


1 Yr Directors: Wade Allen (208-390-3130), Brian King (530-310-0529), Charlie Allen (208-360-1302)


Committee Chairs


Membership: Carol Staples (208-522-9242)


Historian/Newsletter: Bruce Staples (208-522-9242) ( new email bstaples9740@gmail.com)	


Education:  Jeff Armstrong (208-522-7005)


Expo: Scott Long (208-520-3750), Rory Cullen (208-419-8477)


Programs:  Charlie Allen (208-360-1302)


Publicity: Rob Knox (760-419-1682)


Outings:  Marv Stucki (208-589-9677), Scott Long (520-3750), Rob Knox (760-419-1682)


Youth: Paul Stembridge  (208-569-2890)  


IT/Web Site: Myles Pawlaczyk ( 949-701-1767)
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