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The Cutthroat Chronicles
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            The South Fork Snake River (SFSR) supports the strongest remaining fluvial population of native Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout Ocorhynchus clarkii bouvieri (YCT) within their historical range in Idaho. The SFSR is one of only a handful of large rivers in the species’ range that supports a robust population of YCT. The primary goal for the SFSR, as directed by the public and the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) Commission, is the preservation of the genetic integrity and population viability of YCT. In the late 1990s and early 2000s, Rainbow Trout O. mykiss (RBT) abundance increased in the main stem SFSR. Rainbow Trout and RBT x Cutthroat Trout hybrids (collectively RBT hereafter) are the biggest threat to the continued persistence of YCT in the SFSR because of risks through competition and hybridization. Abundance of RBT has increased significantly in recent years to the extent that RBT were twice as abundant as YCT in 2018 increasing the potential for hybridization and competition.

Since 2004, the IDFG and collaborators have implemented several YCT conservation management strategies in the SFSR drainage to support the viability and genetic integrity of these populations. In 2017, a statewide survey of anglers identified that management for native YCT was a top priority. This priority is a driver for the current Fisheries Management Plan which outlines the objective of limiting RBT prevalence to less than 10% of the trout species composition of the catch at the Conant monitoring reach measured during annual fall abundance surveys. The 10% threshold would return species compositions similar to those documented during the early 1990s.

Beginning in 2018, IDFG investigated the feasibility of using boat electrofishing equipment to suppress RBT abundance in the main stem of the SFSR, by electrofishing several isolated locations multiple times and observed the changes in the number of RBT caught each outing. Rainbow trout re-populated spawning areas, suggesting that a substantial number of RBT could be removed. In 2019, IDFG further investigated available equipment and staffing to estimate the number of RBT that a moderate level of suppression could achieve and the logistics it required. This effort resulted in the removal of approximately 6,000 RBT from the SFSR, which was encouraging and we assumed with additional efforts might provide a significant benefit to the YCT population.

A thesis completed in 2014 by Evalinda DeVita identified that RBT numbers should be decreased annually by approximately 20% to effectively manage threats to YCT. Due to inherent variability in all biological systems, and the record high abundances, we believe a suppression goal of 30% would be appropriate in order to decrease RBT abundance and halt the increasing trend of RBT into subsequent years. In the spring of 2021 we achieved this goal for the first time and results were published in another newsletter which can be found at the IDFG’s Upper Snake Region blog.

In the fall of 2021, IDFG estimated 2,063 RBT/mi. (± 259) in the Conant monitoring reach. Those results, and past trends of abundance, can also be found on the Upper Snake Region blog. The Conant monitoring reach is a fraction of the upper river where RBT are most abundant, so to estimate the total number of RBT to remove through suppression, we multiplied 2,230 by the distance between Palisades Dam to Dry Canyon (19 mi.), to estimate a minimum of 39,197 RBT in the upper SFSR. Thirty percent of the total number of RBT is 11,759. Our goal is to remove 30% of the RBT from the upper SFSR in 2022, which is 13% of the total trout population from Palisades Dam downstream to Dry Canyon.

To achieve our goals in 2022, IDFG plans to suppress RBT in the SFSR using boat electrofishing four days per week (Mon – Thur), from Monday, April 18 – Thursday May 19 (Table 1). Work should begin around 8:00 a.m. and will cease around 3:00 p.m. Additionally, RBT may be removed during fall surveys or at other times opportunistically. Due to the anticipated low stream flows in the SFSR this year, we may have to use different boat ramps than we would when stream flow is higher. For example, Spring Creek boat ramp may not be available until the river increases to over 2,000 feet3/second, so we may use Conant boat ramp instead and will have to travel greater distances upstream to reach our boundaries.

Table 1.         Plans for Rainbow Trout suppression in the South Fork Snake River in 2021, including the river section planned for suppression by day of the week.

	Day
	River section
	Launch site
	Upstream boundary
	Downstream boundary

	Mon
	1
	Palisades Ramp
	Palisades Dam
	Palisades Creek

	Tue
	2
	Spring Cr Ramp
	Indian Creek
	Ranger Station

	Wed
	3
	Conant Ramp
	Ranger Station
	Pine Creek

	Thu
	4
	Conant Ramp
	Dry Creek
	Lufkin Bottom


 

Additionally, in response to suggestions from some anglers, we are testing a strategy to increase our effort and reduce the number of days we are on the water. For two weeks, on April 26 and April 27 and again on May 3 and May 4, we’ll be operating four electrofishing boats during two days instead of two boats on four days. We plan to cover all four sections over two days instead of four days, with two electrofishing boats in two sections each day. These days we’ll have additional fish transport capabilities with larger tankers at the boat ramps. We scheduled these days on Tuesday and Wednesday to reduce our impact to anglers, though during those days we are likely to take longer at the ramps as we work to transport more fish with more equipment.

            All RBT removed from the SFSR will be translocated to other waters. Some Rainbow Trout removed from the river will be stocked into public fishing ponds, including Trail Creek, and Jim Moore ponds early during suppression efforts. However, as pond temperatures warm, the majority of the RBT removed from the SFSR are going to be stocked in the Snake River near Idaho Falls, with some also going to the upper Big Lost River.

The South Fork Snake River is an incredible fishery in the Upper Snake Region, supporting a diversity of fish species for wild trout. We are optimistic this year’s suppression efforts will provide progress towards the goals and objectives identified by the anglers of Idaho to conserve native YCT. Specifically, we hope to make significant progress toward the goals in IDFG’s fisheries management plan for the SFSR of protecting Cutthroat Trout genetic integrity and decreasing RBT abundance. The effort required in every subsequent year will depend on our success the year prior and the level of natural production of RBT occurring.

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

Last June, we conducted a fisheries survey on Ashton Reservoir located just north of Ashton, a popular location for anglers and recreationalists. Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) staff have previously conducted surveys on Ashton Reservoir in the 1985 (Maiolie 1987) and 2008 (Schoby et. al 2210). Our 2021 survey consisted of setting ten gill nets, and night electroshocking six random sites along the shoreline of the reservoir. During our survey we captured at total of 1,683 fish. Catch was predominately Utah Chub (46%), followed by Utah Sucker (24%), Yellow Perch (22%), Redside Shiner (3%), Brown Trout (2%), Rainbow Trout (2%), Longnose Dace (0.6%), and kokanee (0.2%).

 

Gill nets
Gill-net catch was dominated by Utah Chub (72%) and Utah Sucker (18%) comprising over 89% of the total catch.  Other species captured in the nets included Yellow Perch (6%), Rainbow Trout (3%), Brown Trout (2%), and kokanee (0.4%). Utah Chub and Utah Sucker dominated the biomass in 2021 similar to earlier surveys, but Yellow Perch were not present in the reservoir in 1985. Species compositions between 2008 and 2021 were comparable. Yellow Perch were first observed during our 2008 survey .
 

 Electrofishing
We conducted this electrofishing effort at night. This because fish are more likely to be in shallower water after dark making it easier to capture in shallow water. We utilized boat-mounted electrofishing gear to help us catch fish near the shoreline. We use electricity to momentarily stun fish making capture easier The fish are transferred to a live well in the boat to recover where they are identified, measured, and released back into the reservoir. By electrofishing the shoreline of the reservoir we are able to capture younger fish and smaller fish than our gill nets typically capture. Our catch was dominated by Yellow Perch (45%) which were mostly young-of-the-year. We also captured Utah Sucker (34%), Utah Chub (9%), Redside Shiner (8%), Brown Trout (2%), Longnose Dace (2%), and Rainbow Trout (0.5%). The average length of captured fish was larger in our gill-net catch compared to the electrofishing catch (Table 1).

 

Table 1. Average total length (inches) of each species of fish captured during our 2021 electrofishing and gill-net efforts. The double dashed line indicates no fish were captured.

	
	Brown Trout
	kokanee
	Longnose Dace
	Rainbow Trout
	Redside Shiner
	Utah Chub
	Utah Sucker
	Yellow Perch

	E-fish
	10.1
	--
	3.3
	8.8
	3.0
	7.0
	6.5
	3.2

	Gill net
	14.4
	8.2
	--
	12.2
	--
	9.7
	16.7
	8.2


 

 The IDFG stocks only Rainbow Trout in this reservoir with approximately 40,000 Rainbow Trout greater than 6 inches released annually.  Our survey results indicate other species are reproducing and persisting in Ashton Reservoir. By both gillnetting and electrofishing techniques in the survey, we are 
Able to obtain a more complete look at the fishery.
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                                                                             Firehole
This pattern is Ray Bergman’s tribute to the Firehole River which he fished back in the 1930’s. Tied in the classic Catskill style, It appeared in his classic book Trout.  It is as effective as any newer pattern when presented under the same conditions, and its tying materials are readily available. 
Hook:     Mustad 94840, or equivalent, size 10-18

Thread:  Black, 6/0
Wing:     Wood duck flank feather fibers, 
                upright and divided           

Tail:        Wood duck flank feather fibers 

Body:      Cream dubbing                                                                             
Hackle:   One each black and grizzly      
	
2021-2022 Calendar

	Date
	Activity

	                   Wednesday, July 13th, 2022
	Summer Picnic, Ann & Mike Miller’s home, 6 PM

	July 29 th-Aug 1st, 2022
	South Fork Overnighter (2 nights), contact : Dave Pace, 208-360-5657

	During summer club outings are spontaneous and the dates, locations for each, the contact person will be announced on the SRC web site. Board meetings will resume in September, and membership meetings resume in October.

	Note: all membership and board meetings are held via ZOOM until further notice. Visit www.snakerivercutthroats.org or the Cutthroats Facebook page for a link to access membership meetings, outings, and other activities. .Board meetings are open to all members.
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President’s Message, Second Quarter, 2022


												Well fellow Cutthroats, it has been a busy Spring for some members of the Club. We have submitted an Embrace and Stream Grant application, attended the State TU Council meeting in Boise, picked up trash along Hwy 26 near Swan Valley, had another successful online raffle and we built a lot of fence. The SRC applied for an Embrace a Stream grant for $10,000 dollars to put in a drum screen in an irrigation ditch that had a non-functioning screen. I’d like to thank Matt Woodard, Paul Patterson and Jim Mathias for their assistance in the grant proposal. Matt Woodard, Paul Patterson and myself attended the State TU Council meeting in Boise late April. Paul is also the present Council chair, and Matt will be taking over next year.





The club was also very busy construction fence this spring. We helped the USFS along with Idaho Fish & Game finish the fence along Rainey Creek at the Swan Valley Guard Station. We then started constructing fence during two weekends around a South Fork Coalition stream rehab project on Third Creek. Club members involved in these projects included Scott Long, Bill Kelly, Brian King, Rory Cullen, Ron Miller, Dave Pace, Stephen Moss, Rich Cain, Paul Patterson, Andy Bosworth, Gail Danielson, Jeremy Lord, Grady Prairie, Triftan Moss and Abigail Moss,.Matt Woodard and me. We helped build around 4000 ft of fence this spring. If you missed your chance to help we are still at it out on Third Creek, so keep posted for when we are out there again.





The winners of the spring raffle were for the Sage R8 Core rod, Randall McElveny and Alex Astel on winning the Airflow Superflow Elite fly line. Every Monday through August IDF&G will have its “Take a Kid Fishing” trailer out at Ryder Pond. This is a opportunity for the chapter to pitch in get some young folks off their phones and video games and introduce them to fishing. This is a wonderful opportunity. So round up some kids and get them fishing and help out in the process by teaching them to cast and baiting a few hooks. Remember in getting kids started it doesn’t matter how they catch a fish, it’s that they catch some. Well, have a good summer. Wet a line, stay safe and healthy and see you all in the fall. Arn				


								





UPCOMING EVENT 





 Annual Summer Picnic





                                                      Wednesday, July 13th, 6:00 PM








 














Rainey Creek Screen Cleaning


Schedule








We will begin cleaning rakes and screens along Rainey Creek between now and the end of Fall. If you are interested in helping with this, please contact Myles Pawlaczyk at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mepawlaczyk@hotmail.com" \t "_blank" �mepawlaczyk@hotmail.com�. He is free to go out with anyone wanting to get familiar with cleaning rakes and screens. The schedule for Rainey Creek is and has been:�- June 3�- June 17�- July 1�- July 15�- July 29�- Aug 12�- Aug 19�- Aug 26�- Sep 2

















Annual Summer Picnic





At Our Gracious Hosts Mike & Ann Miller’s Home





Wednesday July 13th,


6 PM


(Same location as last year)





From Exit 113 off I-15: 





Take a right on 800 E (New Sweden highway) past the Army-Navy Store.





Turn right on Woodville Road (Do not cross the river!)





Turn left on 750 East Go to the end of the road where a pine grove comes in to view. Pass the pine grove, and you are in Miller’s front yard.





Club Provides: Main dish, condiments, soft drinks (BYOB)





Last Name begins A-J: Bring a Salad.  





Last Name begins K-T: Bring item to go with Main Dish (ie baked beans) 





Last Name begins: U-Z: Bring a Desert 





Sign up at Jimmy’s before July 9th so we can get a head count.





Bring your own chairs and stories.  Invite a friend. Consider being a clean-up volunteer.Vacinations, please















































 


                  





























Electronic Newsletters Available


For those still receiving hard copies of the newsletter via standard mail, but would prefer to receive it via email, please send your email address to Carol Staples, our membership chair, at carolastaples@gmail.com  





Fewer mailings mean more 


dollars for conservation projects.


The fish will appreciate your 


cost-saving efforts. 





2022 Rainbow Trout Suppression Plans on the South Fork Snake 


By Patrick Kennedy


Regional Fisheries Biologist








Ashton Reservoir Update


By Jenn Vincent, Regional Fisheries Biologist








John Heckel – IDF&G Regional Fisheries Biologist





Fly of the Month
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Club Officers	Senior Advisors


President: Arn Berglund (208-569-2243)	Gary Barnes 


Past President:  Matt Woodard (208-221-1353)	Jimmy Gabettas


Ex. Vice President: TBA	Buck Goodrich


VP Conservation:  Myles Pawlaczyk ( 949-701-1767)	Ron Hover


Treasurer:  Jim Mathias (208-684-4200)	Cal Johnson


Secretary: Jeff  Armstrong (208-351-1333)	Scott Long�                                                                                                                                                  Dave Pace�                                                                                                                                                  Marvin Stucki  �                                                                                                                                                  


Board of Directors


3 Yr Directors: Steve Moss (208-251-3527), Andy Bosworth ( 207-713-3457), Mike Miller ( 208-375-5569)


2 Yr Directors: Lee Morse (208-252-0703), Dan Smith (908-652-1837), Ross Carrol 


1 Yr Directors: Wade Allen (208-390-3130), Brian King (530-310-0529), Charlie Allen (208-360-1302)


Committee Chairs


Membership: Carol Staples (208-522-9242)


Historian/Newsletter: Bruce Staples (208-522-9242) ( new email bstaples0@gmail.com)	


Education:  Jeff Armstrong (208-522-7005)


Expo: Scott Long (208-520-3750), Rory Cullen (208-419-8477)


Programs:  Charlie Allen (208-360-1302)


Publicity: Rob Knox (760-419-1682)


Outings:  Marv Stucki (208-589-9677), Scott Long (520-3750), Rob Knox (760-419-1682)


Youth: Paul Stembridge  (208-569-2890)  


IT/Web Site: Myles Pawlaczyk ( 949-701-1767)
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